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style. It varies, but the most 
popular (based on my house-
hunting journeys throughout 
the city) seems to be the 
“Seattle Box”.  

Wending around Beacon Hill or 
up on Capitol Hill, you’ll find 
plenty of these simple, almost 
square, two-story structures.  As 
Seattle Metropolitan magazine 
states, the style “arose as a 
reaction to the fussy pretentions 
of the Victorian age” (Jan 2012). 
Bay windows and the inset front 
porch dominate the style which 
was adapted from pattern books  
or Sears and Roebuck kits. 

Humble, laid-back, and 
unassuming are words to 
describe the style...just like our 
choice in clothing.  

Seattle Style: What is it? 

Grunge might be our greatest 
contribution to the fashion 
world (or not), but I’m not 
talking about what Seattleites 
wear. Home styles are on my 
mind. San Francisco has the 
painted Victorian beauties, 
Atlanta has the sweeping 
colonial estates, and 
Seattle...what’s our style? 

I don’t think architectural 
historians can put an exact 
finger on our region’s home 

I’m sure you have 
read these tips 
before, but some 
of us (me) have a 
tendency to 
forget. So while 
you are reading this, go on a 
treasure hunt in your home and 
make sure you have these items in 
your tool box.  

Comb—to hold a nail in place when 
hammering. 

Paper Clip—to unclog a shower 
head or aerosol nozzle. 

Petroleum Jelly—to prevent rust, 
coat your home’s exterior trim, 
gutters, and downspouts. 

Steel Wool—to tighten screws, 
wind strands around the threads of 
the screw before reinserting it into 
the hole. 

Secret Weapons 

For the third consecutive month, Seattle area 
median homes prices are nearing the peak of six 
years ago before the housing bubble burst. The 
Northwest Multiple Listing Service (NWMLS) 

reported that the median sale price for 
a single family home was above 
$400,000 again. In June, sales prices 
were up 12.5 percent at $427,500, just 
$27,500 shy of the highest median 
price in July 2007 of $455,000. 

The number of homes on the market is, of course, a 
factor in the buyer frenzy. With just 4,203 homes on 
the market in June (down 17 percent from last June), 
Seattle remains one of the hottest markets in the 
country. The area is setting records for number of 
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days homes are 
on the market: 46 
percent of homes 
were under 
contract within 
two weeks of 
being listed. 

However, the 
buying frenzy might be cooling. Sales actually 
dipped between May and June. Perhaps the 
rising mortgage rates and fierce competition for 
homes is turning off some buyers. But the rise in 
rates shouldn’t scare folks...the rate is still 
hovering around 3.5 percent. Remember the 
days of 8.5 percent and higher rates? 
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